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Make arrangements for your pets as part of your household disaster planning. If you must evacuate your home,
it's dways to take your pets with you. For health and space reasons, petswill not be alowed in public
emergency shdters. If, asalast resort, you have to leave your pets behind, make sure you have a plan to
ensure their care.

BEFORE Contact your local anima shelter, humane society, veterinarian or emergency management office for
information on caring for petsin an emergency. Find out if there will be any shelters set-up to take petsin an
emergency. Also, seeif your veterinarian will accept your pet in an emergency.

Decide on safe locations in your house where you could leave your pet in an emergency.

- Congder easy to clean areas such as utility areas or bathrooms and rooms with access to a supply of fresh
water.

- Avoid choosing rooms with hazards such as windows, hanging plants or picturesin large frames.

- In case of flooding, the location should have access to high counters that pets can escape to.

- Set up two separate locations if you have dogs and cats.

Buy apet carier that alows your pet to stand up and turn around inside. Train your pet to become
comfortable with the carrier. Use avariety of training methods such asfeeding it in the carrier or placing a

favorite toy or blanket inside.

If your pet is on medication or a specid digt, find out from your veterinarian what you should do in case you
haveto leave it done for severd days. Try and get an extra supply of medications.

Make sure your pet has a properly fitted collar that includes current license and rabies tags.
- Including an identification tag that has your name, address, and phone number

- If your dog normally wears achain link "choker” collar, have aleather or nylon collar available if you have to
leave him done for severa days.

Keep your pet's shots current and know wher e the records are. Most kennels require proof of current
rabies and distemper vaccinations before accepting a pet.

Contact motels and hotelsin communities outside of your area and find out if they will accept petsin
an emer gency.



When assembling emer gency suppliesfor the household, include itemsfor pets.

- Extrafood (The food should be dry and relatively unappeding to prevent overheeting. Store the food in
sturdy containers.)

- Kitty litter

- Large capacity sdlf-feeder and water dispenser

- Extramedications Trained Guide DogsIn most states, trained guide dogs for the blind, hearing impaired or
handicapped will be dlowed to Say in emergency shelters with their owners. Check with loca emergency
management officias for more informetion.

DURING

Bring your petsinsde immediately. Animals have instincts about severe wegther changes and will often

isolate themsdvesif they are afraid. Bringing them inside early can stop them from running away. Never leave a

pet outside or tied up during a storm.

If you evacuate and haveto leave your pet at home, prepar e a safe location for it.

- Leavefamiliar items such as the pet's norma bedding and favorite toys.

- Leave atwo or three day supply of dry food, even if it's not the pets usua food. The food should not be
moistened because it turn rancid or sour. Leave the food in asturdy container that the pet cannot overturn.

- Leavethe water in asturdy, no-spill container. If possible, open afaucet dightly and let the water drip into a
big container. Large dogs may be able to obtain fresh water from apartidly filled bathtub.

- Replace achain link "choker" collar with aleather or nylon collar. Make sure the collar has tags and
identification.

Separate dogs and cats.
Even if your dogs and cats normaly get dong, the anxiety of an emergency Situation can cause
petsto act irrationdly.

Keep small pets away from cats and dogs.

If you evacuate and plan to take your pets, remember to bring your pet's medical recordsand
medicines with your emer gency supplies.

Birds
Birds must et daily to survive. In an emergency, you may have to leave your birds behind.
Tak with your veterinarian or local pet store about specid food dispensers that regulate the



amount of food a bird is given. Make sure that the bird is caged and the cage is covered by athin
cloth or sheet to provide security and filtered light.



